On the Wiſdom attainable by Moditatzom d ths Vanity of 4 
Human Life and the Benefits of Chriſtianity, 5 l 


. 


II. Men more influenced by Example than Precept; evident 


from Sacred and Prophane Hiſtory: 8 
The Conduct of our Bleſſed Lord only perfect; conſequentlj e, 
the ſafeſt and beſt Model. 1 
Io the former is added an Addreſs f Guardians of the Sanalt 
To the latter 1 to the Children ASYLUM; 


Preached i in the Chapel belongin g to that Charitable Inſtitution, 


JE : March 8, 1789. 5 1 
+. : | By the Reverend x | | : 
SAMUEL HOPKINSON, AM 
. Lats Fellow of Clare-Hall, D of Etton in > 8 


wn Northamptonſhire, and Curate-of Chriſt-Church in Surrey. So 
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TO 
The Right Honourable FREpzrICKk Lord NorTH, Preſident, 


CoRNWALLIS, | 
The Right Honourable Earls RapnoR, 


SPENCER, Vice - Preſi- 
The Right Honourable Lad SYDNEY, dents, 
The Right Reverend Lord Biſhop of LoN po, 
The Right Honourable PHILIP Pusey, 5 
And the Reſt of the GuarDIans 
OF 


THE ASYLUM FOR FEMALE ORFHANS, 


oo 


THESE DISCOURSES, 


Printed, partly, in Conſequence of the ſubjoined Paragraph * 
having appeared in ſeveral of- the public Papers; and from 
Motives of Regard to thoſe from whom he imbibed his 
Religious Tenets; partly, from a Belief that nothing is 
actually, and from the firmeſt Perſuaſion that nothing is 
intentionally, advanced in chem repugnant to Chriſtian Cha- 
rity; but, principally, from an humble Hope that their 
Tendency and Effects may, in ſome ſmall Degree at leaſt, 


prove favourable to the Intereſts of true Religion ; are, 
With the higheſt Reſpe&, inſcribed by 
Their moſt obedient, 
and moſt devoted Servant, 


THE AUTHOR. 


— 


Great Pitt-Street, Chriſt-Church, Surrey, 
April 23, 1789. 

* © The Preacher at the Aſylum on Sunday the 8th of March, by his ſevere 
Animadverſions on the Methodiſts in his Evening Diſcourſe, appeared to have | 
deſerted that Charity which in the Morning he ſo ably and properly recommended.” . 

Another Paragraph, purpoſely calculated to give the Publick high Ideas of the 3 
Merits of One particular Candidate, to the Prejudice of all the Reſt, pere . 
in moſt of the Papers of laſt Week. 7 


re 


PS ALM XC. 12. 


So teach us to number our Days, that we may apply our 
Hearts unto Wiſdom. 


IS DOM, in the ſacred Writings, imports Abi- 
 lity to diſcern, Diſpoſitiqp, to believe, and Rea- 
dineſs on all Occaſions to prefer, whatever is moſt 
excellent, | 
For the Acquiſition of a Treaſure © more precious 
than Rubies *, the Pſalmiſt, in the Words of the 
Text, applies to the Author of © every good, and 
« every perfect Gift +.” He ſupplicates the Almighty 
for Inſtruftion in that School of true Wiſdom, in 
| which he was deſirous Men might become Proficients; 
that by a juſt Eſtimate of this preſent Life, and the 
true Conlideration of its extreme Brevity, in Compa- 
riſon with the unnumbered Ages of Eternity, they» 


Prov. iii. 15; | 
1 James i. 17. 


B 38 might 
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might be induced to live virtuouſly, and do good upon 
Earth; and, by the Conqueſt of fin, finally “ triumph 
“ oyer *” Death, So teach us to number our Days, 
te that we may apply our Hearts unto Wiſdom,” 


To the Mind, that, under the divine Direction, 
is ſeriouſly occupied in this neceſſary Diſcipline, 
many Arguments muſt occur, which demonſtrate the 


Expediency of an immediate Preparation for that future 


Exiſtence, on which all our beſt Hopes are founded. 


The firſt Stage of our Being, except during certain 
Intervals of apparent Pain and Want, is little more 
than helpleſs Inſenſibility; and that Multitudes are 
cut off before they have completed one entire Year of 
Infancy, the parochial Regiſters of Mortality record 
in a Manner, that muſt aſtoniſh thoſe who have little 
attended to the Devaſtation made on the human Species 
at that early Period, or whoſe Province does not often 
bring them into the Abodes of Indigence and Woe. 


The ſucceeding Age of Childhood is almoſt equally 
expoſed to various Perils. Youth itſelf, having ſcarcely 
paſſed the Years of more early Debility and Danger, and 
with Difficulty attained Maturity to its gaily expanded 


* Pſalm xxv. 2. xli. 11. 
Bloſſoms, 


13 1 
Bloſſoms, ſoon begins to fade, and is gone like © the 
« Graſs of the Field, which To-day is, and To-mor- 
« row is caſt into the Oven *. Even Manhood itſelf 
is of precarious Duration. In common with the pre- 
ceding Stages of human Life, it is liable to a Thou- 
ſand nameleſs and deſtructive Accidents ; is burthened 
with ſeverer Cares, opprefſed with deeper Sorrows, 
often interrupted by tedious Seaſons of Indiſpoſition, 
continually ſhortened by regular, though neceſſary, 
Hours of Reſt; and, what is infinitely more to be 
lamented, by irregular or ſettled Habits of Sur 


1 


The laſt viſible Scene of human Exiſtence, if pro- 
tracted to an Extent exceeding its uſual Limits, gene- 
rally reſembles the Beginning. For when the Lamp 
of Reaſon is obſcured or extinguiſhed; when the 
Vigour of the Body is enervated and loſt; When the 
© Days are come, wherein there is found no Plea- 
«© ſure ;“ in what Reſpect can Man be deemed ſupe- 
rior to the Infant newly-born ? Conſidering all theſe 
Things, how ſmall a Portion of Time is allowed us to 
enjoy! But, that this Conſideration may ſtrike the 


Matth. vi. 30. Luke, xii, 28. 


7 Eccleſ. xii. 1. 
8 Imagination 


1 
Imagination with the Energy with which its Importance 
ought to affect us, it may be neceſſary to take a ſtill 
nearer and cloſer Survey of the Life and Actions of 
Man, and his Situation upon Earth. 


We are no ſooner enabled to“ look about us * ;” to 
examine the Properties of familiar Objects ; to perceive 
the divine Wiſdom admirably diſplayed throughout the 
whole Creation; to underſtand “ that all is very 
c good ;“ to reflect . how fearfully and wonderfully 
« we are made ;“ than, lo! Death overtakes and 
hurries us over that © Bourn, from whence no Tra- 
« yeller ever returned $,” overtakes us, perhaps unpre- 
pared ; not improving the Talent intruſted to our Care; 
but « hiding it, as it were in a Napkin ||,” or in the 
Earth; or employing it in Trifles, unworthy the Atten- 
tion of rational Beings; or perverting it to the Pur- 
Poſes of actual Wickedneſs. | 


What is fo clear from Reaſon, is, every Way and 
at all Times, ſuggeſted by the Syſtem of univerſal 
Nature. To confiderate and pious Minds, animate and 


® Pope's Eſſay on Man. 
+ Geneſis, i. 10. 

2 Pſalm exxxix. 13. 

8 Shakſpeare, Hamlet. 


Lake, Aix. 20. 0 
inanimate 


L423 


inanimate Things are ſo many certain Emblems and 
direct Indications. of their tranſitory Duration, | 


Of all the various Tribes of Creatures that, in Mul- 
titudes exceeding all poſſible Computation, inhabit 
the Elements of Earth, Air, and Water, not a ſingle 
Individual is permitted to ſurvive: beyond the Limits 
uſually allotted to its reſpective Kind, * Bounds there 
& are, which none can paſs *. $o far may they go, 
but no farther.” One Generation cometh, quickly 
paſſeth by, and is ſucceeded by another. Every Plant 
of the Ground, every Tree of the Foreſt, groweth up; 
and, in its Turn, is either deſtroyed by deſigned or 
accidental Violence, or it droops and dies from a Decay 
natural and unavoidable. . The © firmeſt and beſt con- 
* {truc.ed Monuments of human Art fall, without 
Exception, by the flow but perſevering Aſſaults of 
all- ſubduing Time +.” Year followeth Year; Day 
{ucceedeth Night. Winter is changed into Spring; 
Summer into Autumn, when the Trees are ſtripped 
of their beauteous Foliage not to be renewed but with. 
the returning Spring. © The Moon is appointed for 
V Job, xiv. 5. xxvi. 10. | 


+ © Quandoquidem data ſunt ipfis quoque F ata Sepulchris.” Juv. S8. x. 146. 
*6 Tempus edax Rerum.“ Hor. S | 
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** certain Seaſons, and the Sun knoweth his going 
& down “.“ The Sea ebbs and flows; Rivers deſcend 
from the Hills, penetrate the Receſſes of the Vallies, 
and, after traverſing the diſtinct Plains, in Courſes of 
ſomewhat unequal Extent, are all abſorbed, and loſt 
in the vaſt Ocean of Waters, * the Place which God 
< hath appointed for them +,” We too have our En- 
trance and our Exit in the Drama of Life, We, in 
like Manner, are all paſſing down its Current to that 
common Receptacle, the Grave; ſome by a quick and 


Such is the variable, tranſient State of ſublunary 
Things. Our Experience and daily Intercourſe with 
the World accord in this Particular, with the Sug- 
geſtions of univerſal Nature, and the Declarations of 


Holy Writ. To make us duly ſenfible of our uncer- 


tain and dependant Condition, their Intimations are 
clear, and their Admonitions forcible. Look abroad ; 
conſult the Circle of your Acquaintance, however 
arduous their Purſuits, however anxious for the Ac- 


* Pſalm civ, 19. 
7 Pſalm civ. 8. | | 
| | | | com- 


E 

compliſhments of diſtant and future Projects; or, on 
the contrary, however diſſipated and improvident, you 
will find them in the Moments of Reflection, unani- 
mouſly bearing Teſtimony to what the Scriptures affirm 
concerning the Inſtability of Man, who is there ſaid 
to have no © ſure Abode ®,” & no continuing City, but 
© to ſeek one to come F,” and is juſtly repreſented as 
7 a Stranger ; by « a Pilgrim $,* «© a Sojourner ||,” 
© whoſe Age is as nothing J, © whoſe Days are con- 
“ ſumed like Smoke *, and whoſe Years are ſpent 
« as a Tale that is told ++.” | 


Do you then abound in the good Things of this 
World; ſet not your Heart upon them; but “ truſt 
« in the living God, who giveth us —_ all Things 
« to enjoy 11. 


* Ezra, ix, 8, 

+ Heb. xii. 14, 

+} Geneſis, xxiii, 4. Pſalm xxxix. 12, Cxix, 19. 
$ Heb. xi 13. 

} Pſalm xxxix. 12. 

q Pſalm xc. 9, 

** Pſalm cii. 3. 

++ Pſalm xxxix. 6. 

u 1 Tim. vi. 17. 
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Convinced of the Inſufficiency of human Glory, the 
Plalmiſt thus addreſſes the Almighty, © Behold thou 


has made my Days, as it were, a Span long; and 
mine Age is even as nothing in Reſpect of thee; and 


ce verily every Man living is altogether Vanity *.“ In 


another Place he remarks, what daily Experience con- 
firms, that © the Days of our Years are Threeſcore 
“ Years and Ten; and though Men, poſſeſſing an ex- 
6 traordinary Degree of Health and Vigour, by God's 
“ Permiſhon, ſometimes come to Fourſcore Years ; 
6 yet. is their Strength then but Labour and Sorrow: 
* ſo ſoon paſleth it away, and we are gone .“ And 
Solomon, purſuing the ſame Train of Reflection, com- 
pares the Life of Man to the © Trace of a Cloud 3, 
* to a diſperſed Miſt d, to the Flight of a Bird, to the 
% Path of a Ship that furrows the Waves of the Sea, 
« and leaves not a Mark behind.” Did the intereſting 


Subject I am diſcuſſing require additional Illuſtration, 


I might appeal to the Experience of every Individual 
of this Audience at large; but more particularly to 
ſuch as have paſſed the Meridian of Life. Is not Time 


* Pſalm xxxix. 6, 
| + Pſalm xc. 10. 
t Wild. ii. 4. 
$ Wild. v. 10, - 
itſelf 


UC +++ 


itſelf ever on the Wing? Is not the fluctuating State of 
all Objects ſurrounding us the Subject of almoſt uni- 


verſal Complaint? Is not every “ envious Year*” de- 


tracting ſomewhat from our Comfort, our Health, or 
the Accumulations of our Induſtry, intended either 
for the Support of our declining Years, or as a Teſti- 
mony of Regard to our Families and deareſt Con- 
nections after we are gone? Is not our own Exiſtence 

here in every Period precarious? In old Age moſt cer- 

tainly Reaſon, Natural Religion, Experience, every | 
Thing, join to remind us the Time is then “ far 
te ſpent +.:” that as others made Room for us, we, in | 
our Turn, muſt make Way for others; that we ſhall. 
ſoon be“ gathered to our Fathers 2,“ and fleep with 
our Fathers, and our Children be exalted in our Stead, 
No Station, high or low, is exempt from Evil. Diſ- 
_ eaſes, adverſe Accidents, and Troubles, indiſcrimi- 
nately “ attack the Palace $” and the Cottage. A Trifle, 
« puts us down ||.” Impure Air incommodes; Heat 
relaxes; Cold chills us. Good or bad News will diſ- 


* «© Invida tas.“ Hor, | + Mark, vi. 35. 
t Geneſis, xxv. 8. 
C © Curas laqueata ciroum 

$« Tecta volantes,” Hor, Lib, II. Od, xvi, 

« quo pulſat p:de pauperum tabernas 

„% Regumque turres,” Hor. Lib, I. Od. iv. 
Magnificat. Luke, i. 52. 

C | order, 


1 10 ] 


order, and “ the Overflowings of Ungodlineſs make us 
afraid *. Poverty often urges Men to ſteal, and Afflu- 
ence does not always confer Contentment. The Ap- 
petite for Riches is inſatiable. The Avaricious eagerly 
coveting further Acquiſitions, and purſuing what they 
ought not, or what, if they could obtain, would not 
add one Tittle to their Happineſs, reſemble that diſ- 
conſolate King of Iſrael +, who, unable to perſuade a 
Subject to part with the Lot of his Inheritance, and 
thereby add a ft mall Portion of Ground to his already 
great and magnificent Poſſeſſions, in the Agony of his 
Difappointment, “turned away his Face, and would 
« eat no Bread.“ Do we not inhabit Houſes, whoſe in- 
duſtrious Builders are forgotten? Do we not pay our Ado- 
ration within theſe ſacred Walls, whoſe pious Founder 
is no more; whoſe very Name is not ſo much as known 
to many of us? Do not Churches, thoſe holy Monu- 
ments of our Fore-fathers' Piety, every where appear 
for Ages after their worthy Founders are mouldered 
into Duft? Are not Towns in a few Years ſtripped of 
their Inhabitants? In the Courfe of a fingle Century 
rarely One remaineth to report the Deeds of his 
Fellows, for the Information of the riling Age. If 
we conſider the t immenſe Time that has been, and is, 


* Palms, - + 1 Kings, xi. + Dr. Barrow, 


and 


[ aw I 
and will be continually rolling on, and how ſmall a Por» 
tion of it the oldeſt Perſon amongſt us can occupy, we 
feem all alike, young and old. * As every Degree of 
finite Space, in Compariſon of the infinite Diſtance of 
the heavenly Orbs, is equal; as a Grain of Sand and 
the Size of the human Form with reſpe& to the Bulk 
of the Terreſtrial Globe, are the ſame ; juſt fo the ſeve- 
ral Ages of Men with reſpect to Eternity (however 
different they may appear) are inconſiderable and co- 
equal. How many Ages the Sun role and ſet, before 
we were permitted to reap the Fruits of its Influence; 
how long it may continue to illuminate and“ repleniſh 
the Earth after the preſent Generation is cut off; is nei- 
ther poſſible nor profitable for us to know: hut certain it 
is, that a © Thouſand Years in the Sight of the 
« Almighty are but as Yeſterday, ſeeing that is paſt as 
„n Watch in the Night.“ 


I have dwelt the longer in deſcribing Man's fleeting 
State, the Evils to which he is daily expoſed, the 
Unſatis factorineſs and precarious Tenure of all earthly 
Enjoy ments, becauſe, although they be Truths moſt 


* This, perhaps, may not be allowed to he ſtrictly true with reſpe& to the 
Planetary Syſtem only. In Compariſon of the immenſe Diſtance of the Comets 
in Aphelion, or of fixed Stars, the greateſt Degree of finite Space is, n 
cally ſpeaking, as nothing. | 


1 Geneſis, i. 28, ix. 1, t Pſalm xc. 4. 
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obvious, although they be perpetually confirmed, as 
hath been ſhown by the Analogy of Nature, by the 
Voice of Reaſon, by the Teſtimony of Experience, 


and by the Word of God; and although they be at 


the ſame Time Truths of the higheſt Moment; yet 
are we apt to pay but little Attention to them. We 
are regardleſs of our Origin and our End, and the 
Purpoſes for which we were placed in this World, 
Inſtead of preparing for our Departure hence, inſtead 
of being occupied in prudent Contemplations on our 
latter End, and living ſo that we may quit Life with 
Honour, we are rather prone to murmur againſt the 


Almighty, for permitting theſe accumulated Evils to 


deform his World; forgetful, alas! that the true 
Source of them is within ourſelves; and that it was 
God's juſt Indignation againſt Sin, which firſt intro- 
duced Death, and thoſe very Calamities which conſti- 
tute the Subject of theſe our fond Complaints. But, 
inſtead of arraigning the good Providence of God, it 
would better become us to endeavour ſeriouſly to 
66 render ourſelves wiſe unto Salvation *,“ and examine 
what Alleviation, or what Remedy for our apparent 
Hardſhips, is to be derived from the 1 
of our Religion. 


* 1 Peter, i. 5. 


[ww 


Its benign Effects already *, in different degrees, 
viſible throughout the civilized Globe, will, in Proceſs 
of Time, be ſo extended as to produce univerſal Feli- 
city; when, according to the Prediction of the Pro- 
phet, „The Earth ſhall be full of the Knowledge of 
„ the Lord as the Waters cover the Sea .“ The 
Doctrines of the Goſpel are great Improvements to 
what the Moſaic Diſpenſation and the Light of Na- 
ture had imperfectly ſuggeſted, The Son of God 
came into the World to ſave both Jew and Gentile, 
and © to open the Gates of Righteouſneſs, that all 
« might enter therein 1.“ The Leſſons he taught his 
Diſciples, and whatever concerning his holy Life and 
Converſation are recorded for our ſpiritual Improve- 

* Tf any one is inclined to doubt the ſalutary Effects of Chriſtianity on the 
Minds and Manners of Men, he need only conſider the State of ancient 


Europe, and particularly of this Iſland, previous to the Reign of King * 
and the Arrival of St. Auguſtine, about the Year 590. 

The Author is moſt free to own, he was not fo thoroughly ſenſible of the Bleſſings 
enjoyed under Chriſtian Governments and Laws, until he had read White's: 
Sermons, the Life of Mahomet, Shaw's Travels, Irwin's Tour from Corſire, 
on the Weſtern Shore of the Red Sea, to Guinah in Upper Egypt, from thence 
to Cairo and Alexandria, and other Books, ſetting forth the Cuſtoms and Diſpoſi- 
tions of the modern Pagans. 

+ Iſaiah, xi. 9. Hab. ii. 14. 

1 Ifaiah, xxvi. 2. 
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ment, form the only complete and unerring Standard 
yet offered to Man for the Regulation of his Actions. 


Are you deſirous to recommend yourſelves to the 
Supreme Parent of univerſal Good, * to live long and 
« ſee good Days *, attend to the Inſtructions of his 
well-beloved Son, whoſe Religion preſcribes Rules, 
and affords Aid, unknown to the Inhabitants of philo- 
ſophic Athens, or civilized Rome, to“ love even our 
«© Enemies f;“ „to do unto others whatſoever we 
% would that Men ſhould do unto us 7 ;” © and to live 


« ſoberly and 1 and godly in this preſent 
4 World 5.“ 


Are you a Parent ? cc Bring up your Children in 
& the Fear and Admonition of the Lord .“ Never 
treat them with extreme Severity on the one Hand, o 
ill-timed Lenity on the other. Inſtil into their tender 
Minds early Sentiments of Piety and Virtue. Form 
them not only to excel on Earth, but train them up 


early Candidates for Heaven. 


* 1 Peter, iii. 10. 

+ Matth. v. 44. Luke, vi. 27. 35. 
+ Matth. vii. 12. 

$ Tit. ii. 12. 


I Ephef. vi. 4. 
Are 


E ts Þ 


Are you a Son? Remember who brought you into 
this World, and ſuſtained you in your helpleſs Years 
e that Length of Days was promiſed the Iſraelites on 
„Condition of their honouring and obeying their 
© Parents *; and © the heavieſt Denunciations threat- 


<« ened againſt diſobedient Children . 
If a Huſband ? © Love your Wife even as yourſelf f.” 


If a Wife? © Reverence your Huſband $.” 


If a Maſter? « Give unto your Servants that which 
js juſt and equal ||.” | 


If a Servant? “ Be obedient to them that are your 
“% Mafters, according to the Fleſh, with Fear and! 
« Trembling, not with Eye-ſervice as Men-pleaſers,, 
put in Singleneſs of Heart, fearing God J.“ 


To the virtuous and deſerving, Chriſtianity holds 


forth Joys unutterable,. ſuch. as © Eye hath not ſeen, 


* 


* Fifth Commandment. 

7 Epheſ. v. 33. 

$ Ibid, 

| Col: iv. 1. 

J Epheſ. vi. 5, Col. iii. 22. 


+: Prov. xxx. 17. 
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&« nor Ear heard, neither have entered into the Heart 
« of Man to conceive x.“ But to them “ that are 
& contentious, and obey not the Truth, Tribulation 
« and Anguiſh, Indignation and Wrath, on every 
« Soul of Man that doeth Evil, of the Jew firſt, and 
« alſo of the Gentile +.” Though the Life of Man 
is ſhort, and interſperſed every where with Evil, till 
it is quite ſufficient for the Diſcharge of our Duties, 
and the Accompliſhment of our Salvation. The Pur» 
poſes of God are always benevolent. He is our tender, 
as well as Almighty Parent and Sovereign. His very 
Chaſtiſements, which ſeem moſt exceptionable and 
ſevere, form but a ſalutary Diſcipline to exerciſe our 
Faith, or perfect our Patience. If in this probationary 
Warfare we acquit ourſelves as good Servants of 
Chriſt, Sin, through his powerful Mediation and Merits, 
will have ſtung in vain, and Death itſelf be finally 
« ſwallowed up in Victory f.“ For we were not ſent 
into this World merely to enjoy or merely to ſuffer, 
We are launched indiſcriminately on the wide Ocean 


of Life; whoſe Surface, though To-day ſerene and 


unruffled, To-morrow may afſume a far different 


Aſpect ; but though Thunders roll, and Tempeſts 


1 Cor. ii. 9. 
+ Rom. ii. 9. 
11 Cor. xv, 54. 


7 | rage 


1 1 


rage above, while Rocks and Quickſands menace 
underneath 5 Religion, our Pilot at the Helm, will 
point out, and “ bring us to the Haven where we 
would be *,” or will adminiſter Methods for our Eſcape 
from the tremendous Gulph either, as it were, „on 
Boards, or on floating Pieces of the Ship +.” 


From this View of. our Situation, I hope, you are 
duly ſenſible, or that, with the Pſalmiſt, you will ſoon 
apply to God to make you duly ſenſible, of the Vanity 
of human Life; how greatly we ſtand indebted to the 
Goodneſs of God; and how ſtrongly we are bound to 
behave ourſelves ſuitably to that ſpiritual Deliverance 
which is preſented to us by the Goſpel. 


Theſe Sentiments, and this Obligation, we cannot, 


1 conceive, in any better Manner expreſs and fulfil, 


than by the Practice of that active Part of our Reli- 


gion diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Charity, a Virtue 


eſſential to the Character of a good Man, becauſe it 
ſhone with unrivalled Splendour in all the Actions of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


* Pſalm cvii, 30. 
+ Ads, xxvil. 44. 


* Rs Sie 
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St. Paul, in Conformity to the Doctrines imbibed 
partly from his Chriſtian Brethren, but more parti- 
cularly from divine Revelation at and after his miracu- 
lous Converſion, hath been very careful to diſtinguiſh 
this above all other Graces that can adorn the human 
Mind. This great Apoſtle, in the celebrated Thirteenth 
Chapter of his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, uſes the 
Word indeed in a very enlarged Senſe. But the Bounty 
which proceeds from the ſole Motive of communicating 
Happineſs to the young Objects now before us, derives 
its Origin from the ſame lovely Principle, and conſti- 
tutes one Expreſſion of that univerſal Philanthropy 
which is the Subject of his juſt Encomium, than which a 
more deſcriptive Specimen of eloquent, clear, and ani- 
mated Compoſition is no where to be found in the 
Treaſures of ancient or modern Literature. 


The remaining Part of this Diſcourſe, allow me, 
with the utmoſt Deference and Reſpect, more particu- 
larly to direct to you, the Guardians of the Aſylum. 
In the Evening, by divine Permiſſion, I propoſe ad- 
dreſſing the young Perſons who are ſupported under 
this charitable Roof, and protected by your friendly 


Interpoſition. 
3 85 „ 1 


Af 


ADDRESS TO THE GUARDIANS, 


Since a benevolent Ardour has for ſeveral Years 


influenced your Minds to promote, by every honoura- 
ble Means, the Welfare of this excellent Inſtitution, 


which is not only known and felt throughout this 


Kingdom, but whoſe Fame is deſervedly gone Abroad, 
and admired in foreign Lands, I am not without ſome 
Apprehenſion, leſt any humble Attempt on my Part, 


to inculcate a Virtue, in the Practice of which you 


ſtand ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed, may either be judged 
ſuperfluous, or carry with it an Appearance of Pre- 


ſumption yet there being ſomething ſo very noble in 


the original Plan of the Aſylum ; fo happy have been 
its Effects; its Affairs, on all Occaſions, and in all 


Reſpects, have been conducted with ſuch genuine 
Liberality and ſound Judgement; it cannot, ſurely, 
be deemed improper farther to commend the Exerciſe 


of a Virtue, which gave Exiſtence to this very Place, 


Riſe to theſe very Walls, is the very Bond by which 
they ſtand, and the very Means of Support to thoſe its 
Orphan Inhabitants. 1 | | 
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Silence on ſo animating a Theme were to ſuppreſs 
the beſt feelings of the human heart. 


An 3 on Charity ſeems but a juſt Eulogy 
to you. 


— 


If then I may be allowed « to compare ſmall Things. 
ee with great *,” to illuſtrate our own imperfect Con- 
duct by an high Similitude, 1 will venture to declare, 
that the charitable Actions of the ſeveral Members of 
the Aſylum, in reſcuing ſo many young and helpleſs. 
Females from extreme Indigence, under whoſe. iron 
Rod ſome of them probably, ere this, had been. 
deprived of their early Being, and. others loſt. to all. 
Senſe of what is good and amiable, and in making, 
them, inſtead. of the Bane, uſeful Members of Society, 
if not Ornaments to the riſing Age; this, I ſay, in. 
ſome Sort reſembles, though. in a very remote and. 
low Degree, the very Plan , purſued by Divine 
Omnipotence, by which, as © in the Day of Midian g,“ 

* , Paryis, componere magna.” Virg, Rl. I. | 

+ The Author believes be borowed this Thought from Dr. Stebbing's. 
Sermons. 


1 Numb. xxxi. 8. Judges, vii. 22. UVaiab, ix. 4. 
ita a Remnant 


C I 


x Remnant of the ſcattered Iſraelites were preſerved 
from the manifold Terrors of the Deſert, to convey, 
through a Succeſſion of barbarous Ages, his ſacred 
and welcome Oracles to Nations, diſtant. and unborn : 
for, as their Anceſtors were, by divine Interpoſition, 
delivered from Egyptian Bondage, and favoured with. 
extraordinary Revelations ; ſo are thoſe unoffending 
little ones preſerved not only from the rude and ruth- 
leſs Hand of Violence and Vice, from Penury and 
Wretchedneſs, from Pain, perhaps from an early 
Grave, but, what is ſtill more, are placed here, by 
you, their Friends, their Guardians, and Benefactors, 
as in a ſecure Nurſery of Virtue, to become early. 
Candidates for eternal Glory. | 


That one good Action is generally the Parent of ano- 


ther, is awell-known Truth. May we not then reaſonably 


inter, that many young Perſons, not hithertodiſtinguiſhed. 
for any extraordinary Exertions of Beneficence may be 


determined by the Example of you, their elder Bre- 
thren, aſſiduouſly to cultivate that Principle of Com- 


paſſion which conſtitutes the moſt amiable Part of our 
Nature, and having felt the Comforts ariſing from one: 
Deed of Mercy, may be prompted to more, and at 
length abound. in them equally with you who, * lo! 

6 * theſe: 
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« theſe many Years ,“ „ have cloathed the naked with 
&« a Garnient#,” and « ſatisfied the angry with good 
* r f. 55 | | 

May the Proſperity of this Houſe, by the Influence 
of your Example, and the perſevering Efforts of the 
truly Benevolent, long flouriſh and increaſe! May 
its Effects ever correſpond. with, or exceed, the moſt 
ſanguine Expectations of its moſt benevolent Supporters! 
May Habits of Sobriety and of Induſtry be formed 


within its Walls! May uſeful Knowledge, Virtue, 
and genuine Chriſtianity, continue to be cheriſhed and. 


ſucceſsfully inculcated among its young Inhabitants, 


for the Promotion of their beſt Intereſts, and the In- 


tereſts of the Publick ! 


How powerful are the Arguments which Religion 
preſents, to incite the affluent to countenance an Inſti- 
tution ſo charitably and ſo wiſely planned both for the 


temporal and ſpiritual Benefit of the riſing Generation ! 


He that hath ſuch Pity on the Poor, lendeth unto 


Luke, xv. 29. 
+ 2 Chron, xxviii. 15. Exek. xviii. 7. Rev. v. 13. 
1 Pſalm ciii. 5. 


©« the 


E 
* the Lord; and look what he fo layeth out, it ſhall 
« be paid him again v.“ 


And if the Widow's Mite ' was, eventually, 
more than the Abundance of the Rich; if the Alms 
of the Centurion appeared as“ grateful Memorials ,“ 
in the Preſence of the moſt High; with good Reaſon 
may it be concluded, that the ſmalleſt Offerings, on 
this very Day, proceeding from a Heart duly ſenſible 
of its dependance on a ſuperior Power, whoſe Attri- 
bute is Mercy, and generouſly ſympathizing with 
the diſtreſſed, will not be forgotten, when the fame 
merciful Lord God omnipotent “ ſhall arife to ſhake 
e terribly the Earth $;” when the Sea ſhall reſtore its 
Treaſures, and the Grave its Dead, who ſhall awake, 
ſome * to everlaſting Life, and ſome to ſhame, and 
_ © everlaſting Contempt ;“ when they, who ſhall have 
© ſo numbered their Days, as to have applied their Hearts 
“ unto Wiſdom,” ſhall thine as“ the Brightneſs of the 
% Firmament ;“ and they that “turn many to 
« Righteouſneſs,” or by early ſowing the Seeds of 


Religion prevent the very Beginnings of Wickedneſs, 
„ as the ſtars for ever and ever J. 


Prov. xix. 17. + Mark, xn. 42. Luke, xxi. 2. 
1 Acts, x. 4. $ Ifaiah, ii. 19 and 21. 
Dan. Xi. 2. 1 Dan, xii, 3. 
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Let your Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they may ſee : 
your good Works, and glorify your Father which is in 

Heaven. ue Fg Fg 20 | 2 
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HE principal Deſign of the Goſpel is evidently 

the Reformation and Happineſs of Mankind. It 
inculcates the Neceſſity of believing the Exiſtence of 
a ſuperintending Providence, of acting in Conformity 
to the divine Laws, and of preſerving a ſteady Prin- 
ciple of Piety through the whole Tenour of our 
Lives. | l 


Our bleſſed Lord, in another Paſſage of the Chap- 
ter froni whence the Text is ſelected, compares his 
Diſciples to the Sun, whoſe Influence is not more 
ſalutary and efficacious in the Natural World, than 
their Miniſtry was intended to be in the Moral. 


| * This 


4 1 


This and many other ſtriking Alluſions introduced 
by Chriſt, in his incomparable Diſcourſe delivered 
from the Mountain, ſtrongly indicate the Neceſſity of 
an upright, active, conſpicuous Deportment; that the 
glorious Light of divine Truth was to be diligently 
diffuſed, and His heavenly Doctrine inculcated among 
Men by the Energy of Example, as well as Precept. 
& Ye,” ſays he, are the Salt of the Earth. Ye are 
ee the Light of the World. A City that is ſet on a 

© Hill cannot be hid &.“ | 


The Deity has been attentive to the Intereſts of the 
human Race ever ſince their Creation, We need not 
therefore be ſurpriſed, if, ſoon after Time began to 
flow, and Men had “' multiplied and had repleniſhed the 
Earth,“ the ſupreme benevolent Father of us all, to 
facilitate the Eſtabliſhment of that pure Religion 
which in diſtant Ages was to be divulged by the Meſ- 
fiah, raiſed up a Succeſſion of Perſons eminent for 
their Wiſdom and Piety ; not only by Precept “ to in- 
form Mankind after his Will 4,” but to edify and amend 
them by the more perſuaſive Influence of Example. 
With this view alſo the ſacred Hiſtorians have not 


t N Matth. Ve 13, 14. + Pſalm CV, 22. 
| | | been 


1 


been ſilent; but, for the Improvement of preſent 
and future Times, have recorded many illuſtrious 


Patterns of ſuperior Virtue, in Situations arduous and 


important. They celebrate the Righteouſneſs of Noah, 
the Faith of Abraham, the Continence of Joſeph, the 
Holineſs of Samuel, the Patience of Job, the Courage 
of David, and the Wiſdom of Solomon. And, in the 
New Teſtament, we cannot but approve and applaud 
the Friendſhip of St. John, the ingenuous Frankneſs 


of St. Peter, and the Zeal of St. Paul. Ten righteous 


perſons * would have ſufficed to -induce the juſtly 
offended Deity to have ſaved Sodom and Gomorrah 
from impending Ruin; and may it not alſo with good 
Reaſon -be preſumed for the Sake of that Influence 
which their Examples might have diffuſed to check 
the many crying Enormities of thoſe depraved and 
impious Cities? In the worſt of Times, 7,000 men 
were left in Iſrael 4, who had not bowed the Knee to 
Baal; yet theſe were unable to divert the Torrent of 
divine Wrath: For not being ſufficiently zealous to“ let 
their Light ſhine before” their ignorant and wicked 
Brethren, who, otherwiſe, might perhaps have been 
- Converted by their good and conſpicuous Works, the 


# Geneſis, xviii. 32. 
+ 1 Kings, xix. 18, 
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E 1 
Almighty ce conſigned their City to Deſtruction, and 
ce its Inhabitants into the Enemies Hand * who led 
them captive “ info Aſſyria, and put them in Halah 
«© and in Habor, by the river of Gozan, and in the 
« Cities of the Medes +.” 


With good Reaſon, ſurely, we may conclude, that 
all theſe Things happened, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, 
* for Enſamples, and that they are written for our 
6 Admonition, upon whom -the Ends of the World 
&« come 1. Nor are the Pages of ancient Hiſtory, 
exhibiting the Tranſactions of the Gentile -World, 
deſtitute of elevated Characters, which command our 
Reſpect, and in many Points deſerve our Imitation. 


About Four Centuries anterior to the Chriſtian Ara, 
an extraordinary Athenian is recorded to have been 
born, whoſe philoſophical Diſquiſitions and excellent 


Conduct communicated new Solidity, Firmneſs, and 


Beauty to the tottering Fabrick of Morality. If this 
illuſtrious ornament of the Gentile World became ſo 
celebrated for his Merit, as to excite the envy of his 


* 2 Kings, xvii. 6. Xvi. 11. XXIv. 15. 
+ 1 Chron, v. 26. 


4 1 Corin, x. 11. 
in- 


8 

inſolent and ungrateful Countrymen, he has ſecured, 
in impartial Poſterity, an Affection and Veneration for 
his upright and exemplary Character. He is ſtyled 
by the learned Orator of old “ the Parent of Philo- 
* ſophy#;” and in theſe later Ages has been conſi- 
dered even as inſtrumental in preparing Mankind for 
the Reception of the Chriſtian Faith +, 


That the Manners. of the Great impart a ſimilar 
Complection and Character to thoſe in ſubordinate Sta- 
tions, all Hiſtory, as well as daily Obſervation, abun- 


dantly confirm. 


In the Jewiſh and Roman Governments g, the Peo- 
ple, ever prone to imitate thoſe ſet over them, were: 
generally moſt addicted to Vice under a Succeſſion of 
weak and immoral Directors. During the Feudal Ages 5, 
whole Clans intimately reſembled thoſe who ruled 
them with deſpotic Sway; reſembled them in Cuſtoms, 


* Socrates Parens Philoſophiæ. Cic. 
+ The Author thinks Lord Bolingbroke calls Socrates, © the firſt Apoſtle 


of the Gentiles.” 
t The Truth of this Remark will be „ to the attentive Reader, who 
conſiders the Alteration which took Place in the Manners and Cuſtoms of the 
Roman People after the Abolition of the Republic, particularly after the Death 
of the Antonines and the Sueceſſion ef the Emperor Commodus; . 
§ See Robertſon's Charles the Fifth, and Hiſtory of Scotland. 
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1 
in Habiliments, and in Mind. In the modern Inſtitu- 
tions of civilized Society we conſtantly ſee each Rank, 
in progreſſive Order, imitating its Superior in n 
* Diet, and Manners, | 


The Theory may be fair, but Practice conſtitutes the 
important circumſtance which will render that Theory 
attractive. Orators enforce their Arguments by Ap- 
peals to living Inſtances, or to the Inſtances which 
authentic Hiſtory ſupplies. The Learned, to gain Pro- 
ſelytes to Virtue, refer conſtantly to theſe bright 
Examples who have excelled in Virtue: and we, the 
Miniſters of God's holy Word, are likely to make 
more durable Impreſſions on thoſe over whom we are 
ordained to be ſpiritual Inſtructors, by being aſſiduous 
to corroborate our public Lectures of Advice, by or- 
dering our Converſation *, as becometh the Goſpel 
© of Chriſt, and letting our Light ſo ſhine before 
& Men, that they may ſee our good Works, and be 
« induced thereby to glorify our Father which is in 
« Heaven.“ In ſhort, good Example, and good Pre- 
cept, whether adminiſtered to us by living Inſtances, 
or derived from the Annals of former Ages, are the 
two Channels through which Inſtruction may beſt be 


„ Philip. i. 27. 


conveyed 


„ 


conveyed to the human Mind. Both are uſeful; yet, 


upon Compariſon, we ſhall diſcover a manifeſt pre- 
eminence of the one above another. The former is 
eaſy à, ſtriking, and familiar; the latter generally 


dry, often difficult, often tedious. The one preſents . 


itſelf all at once to immediate Obſervation, and there- 
fore leaves an accurate and durable Impreſſion on 
the Mind of the Spectator. Like the beautiful 
Scenery of Nature, which, being imitable by the Pen- 
cil directed by the judicious Eye and ſteady Hand of 
the Artiſt, is ſucceſſively repreſented on the Canvas; 


but our Perceptions of the ſeveral Objects in the na- 


tural Landſcape, with their Proportions, Diſpoſitions, 
and Effect, are, for the moſt Part, faint, indiſtinct, 
and unintereſting, when the Delineativn is attempted 
in mere verbal Deſcription. 


Good Example is accommodated to all Ranks, all 


Capacities; for the Young, and for the Old; for the 


Serious, and for the Gay; for the Learned, and for 


* The Author takes this public Opportunity of acknowledging many Obli- 


gations to a very worthy and excellent Perſon, the Rev. Robert Clive, Archdeacon 
of Salop, with whom he has enjoyed a long ſeries of genuine Fricndſhip, and 
particularly for recommending to his attentive Peruſal the learned and pions Dr. 
Barrow's Works, to which he is indebted for ſeveral Thoughts in this Sermon, 
and which he in Return humbly begs Leave to recommend to his young Lreihren. 
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the Ignorant. It becomes the general Topic of Ap- 
plauſe in Converſation, It ſtimulates the induſtrious, 
and forces the Indolent into Activity *,” Many ex- 
cellent and ſalutary Effects are indeed juſtly attributed 
merely to perceptive Wiſdom ; but, alas! how feeble 
in many inſtances does its Efficacy appear ! It admits 
of ſach a Varicty. of Caſes, depends ſo much on the 


"Temper of the Inſtructor and Inſtructed, exhibits ſo 


little of Time, Place, Manner, or Degree, that Men 
have not always Ability fully to comprehend, nor 
Memory to retain, nor conſequently Inclination, or 
even Power, to practiſe, what they ſo very imperfectly 
underſtand. But who has not remarked the Facility 
with which Children imitate their Parents, and Ser- 
vants their Maſters ? Indeed, there evidently appears 
ſuch a ſtrong Propenſity in Mankind to copy each 
others Vices, as well as Virtues, that we ought to live 
ever upon the Watch. To be good is not always ſut- 
ficient. It is often conducive to the Intereſts of Reli- 
gion to pay a Regard to Appearances and the Opinion 
of the World. You will find it difficult to convince 
Mankind of your inward Merit, be it ever ſo genuine, 
unleſs you diſplay it not oſtentatiouſly, but, on proper 
Occaſions, in your external Conduct. Nay, even 


* Hor, Epil. f. Lib. I, * in Prælia trudit inertem.“ 
your 


E 


your Good may be evil ſpoken of. In paying a due 
Homage to God, forget not therefore what is due to 
your indigent Neighbour. Your public Prayers and 
your public Alms, when in Conjunction and offered 
on Occaſions like the preſent, may plead powerfully 
with the Almighty, and excite others to ſimilar Acts of 
Mercy, But if, in the Midſt of Abundance, you never 
attempt or wiſh to alleviate the Neceflities of your 
Brethren, reſting all your Pretenſions to the divine 
Favour on Prayers long, loud, and frequently re- 
peated ;—* what do ye * ?? Your Goodneſs is at beſt but 
phariſaical ; you counteract the benevolent Purpoſes of 
your bountiful Creator, who made you rich, not for 
Self-indulgence, but for the Good of others. 


The pious Activity of the Apoſtles reformed a de- 
luded and ſinful World. Their very Lives were ſacri- 
ficed to its Advantage; and they were not ſacrificed 
in vain. “ They were the Salt of the Earth, and 
ce the City on a Hill.” Their Light ſhone before them. 
They tranſplanted into themſelves the Virtues of their 
Lord and Maſter, who came to ſave Mankind, not only 
by the Effuſion of his ſacred Blood, but to go before 
us, as our perfect Guide in the Ways of Holineſs. 
For this gracious Purpoſe he condeſcended to lay aſide 


* Matthew, v. 47. 
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his celeſtial Glory; to be born, not in a Palace at the 
Royal City, but in a Manger, at humble Bethlehem; 
and, though poſſeſſed of abſolute Power, to live in a 
State of great Degradation; and, though Lord of all 
Things, to have nothing, according to his own pa- 
thetic Declaration, not even ( where to lay his Head *, 
but to lead the Life of a Wanderer, ſeeking the Good 
of others, neglecting his own. Whether we behold 
him in public, inſtructing the aſtoniſhed Multitude; 
view him in domeſtic Life, or trace him into ſolitary 
Retirement, we ſhall have the fame univerſally amia— 
ble Picture before our Eyes. Though mild and bene. 
volent, when the Duties of his Miſſion called, we find 
the patient Jeſus encountering the dangerous Attacks 
and wily Stratagems of Malice without Diſmay, and 
rebuking his Enemies without Inſolence. When the 
infatuated Multitude would have raiſed him to a_. 
Throne, he diſclaimed their offers and fled; for his 
10 Kingdom was not of this World f.“ In the laſt 
painful Hour, a Period the moſt momentous from the 
Beginning to the very End of Time, in dutiful Sub- 
miſſion to him who judgeth righteoufly, and from 
Motives of Regard to us (an Obligation we have neither 


Ability to repay, nor Language ſufficiently ſignificant 


* Matth, ü. 20, Luke ix. 58. + John xviii. 36. 
N to 


'6 


1 w 

to expreſs), the holy Sufferer exclaimed, „ Father! 
& forgive them; for they know not what they do *.“ 
His Words correſponded with his Actions; for in both 
united ſhone forth the Brightneſs of that Glory, which 
the Apoſtles beheld in his Goſpel, “ the Glory, as of the 
only of the begotten Father, full of Grace and Truth ＋. * 


He left us “ an Example, that we ſhould follow 
& his Steps “ in whatever Inſtances they can be fol- 
lowed. By the joint Sources of Inſtruction derived 
from his Example and Doctrine we are taught, that it 
is not Zeal without Knowledge; that it is not Faith, 
nor long, nor loud Prayers, nor ſpecious Promiſes 
deſtitute of good Works (which, alas! are but too 
often ſet forth for the Purpoſes of temporal Intereſt), 
that will ſecure a well- grounded Hope of our Admiſ- 
ſion into Heaven. We muſt prepare ourſelves by pre- 
vious Diſcipline, and“ by patient Continuance in well- 
% doing ||,” to become fit Objects for receiving the Ema- 
nations of divine Favour. This is the Wedding Gar- 
ment we ought to wear in this preſent World ; nay, 
though it be not for us to preſcribe Limits to our 
* Luke, xxiii, 34. "= 
7 John, i. 14. 


t 1 Peter, ii. 21. 
Romans, ii. 7. 


Creator's: 


„ 

Creator's Mercy, it is, indeed, the only one in which 
the Goſpel encourages us to build any firm Hope, that 
we ſhall be permitted to fit down with Abraham, Iſaac; 
and Jacob, in the next; for“ not every one that ſaith, 
Lord, Lord! ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
«ven; but he that doeth the Will of the Father 
« which is in Heaven #,” 

+ The Doctrine thus ſtated and advanced, I conceive 
to be the genuine Doctrine of Holy Writ, The Doc- 
trine of the Times, I am aware, is of another Sort, 
But on that folemn Day, when all Nature ſhall be 
diſmiſſed from Law; when © the Heaven ſhall paſs 
te away with a great Noiſe, and the Elements ſhall 
c melt with fervent Heat; the Earth alſo, and the 
« Works that are therein, ſhall be burned up 17 
when Time, the Touchſtone and great Arbiter of 
Truth and Error, ſhall “bring to Light the hidden 
„Things of Darkneſs || * then, unleſs Religion be 
(as ſome have impiouſty affirmed) a mere Fable cun- 
ningly deviſed, will the ſpecious Hypocrite ſtand 
trembling and diſmayed at the Preſence of a glorified 


Matthew, viii. 11. vii. 22. 
- + The above, ſuppoſed to be the Part more particularly alluded to, is printed 
literally as delivered at the Aſylum: nor has any Alteration been made in either 


Diſcourſe but what is uſual and proper on like Occaſions, 
] 2 Teter iii. 10. [| x Cor, iv. 5. 
Meſſiah 


. 1 


Meſſiah pronouncing the fatal Sentence to thoſe on the 
Left- hand: « Depart from me, ye curſed, into ever- 
« laſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels: 
“ for I was an hungered, and ye gave me no Meat; I 
« was thirſty, and ye gave me no Drink; I was a 
« Stranger, and ye took me not in; naked, and ye 
c“ cloathed me not; ſick and in Priſon, and ye viſited 


© me not *.“ 


Having thus proved, and I hope with Arguments 


abundantly ſatis factory, the Importance and great Uti- 
lity of our Saviour's Injunction delivered in the Text, 


I ſhall appropriate the Sequel of my Diſcourſe to the 


young Perſons before us, 


Solicitous to inſtruct the younger Part of this Aſſem- 
bly, I am alſo anxious not to offend thoſe who need 
not the plain Information I am about to offer ; but 
your Candour, I am perſuaded, will render any further 
Apology unneceſſary, eſpecially, ſince to the Inſtruc- 
tion of theſe inexperienced Orphans I feel myſelf, as 
it were, impelled, partly from a Senſe of the ſerious 
Office of their immediate Teacher, which ſeems to be 


this Day, and on this Occaſion, peculiarly delegated 


* Matthew xxv. 41, 42, 43. | 
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. 
to my Province, partly in Conformity with the excel- 
lent Precedent held forth to me by a learned and pious 
Brother and Fellow-labourer in the Vineyard of our 
great Maſter; and may I be permitted to add, in ſome 
Degree alſo from the natural Feelings of my own 
Heart, who am myſelf a Father. 


ADDRESS TO THE CHILDREN. 


To you therefore, my young Friends, I, an hum- 
ble Miniſter of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, addreſs myſelf, 
J ſincerely pray, that God will enable me to do it with 
Effect, and diſpoſe your Hearts to yield due Attention 
to the Precepts I would gladly inculcate ; becauſe I am 
perſuaded, their Tendency is to promote your preſent | 
and future Welfare. Endęavour not only to remem- 
ber, but to become, in ſore Degree at leaſt, Examples. 
to each other of thoſe Graces which ſhone with per- 
fectly reſplendent Luſtre in the Son of God, ſuch as 
Patience, Meekneſs, Temperance, Holineſs, Forbear- 
ance, and Charity, both during your Reſidence within 
theſe Walls, and 'when you are put out to Employ- 
ments in the buſy World. Theſe Virtues, which. 


ought to be Ingredients ! in the Character of every 
human 


E 


human Being, ſhould in yours“ greatly flouriſh and 
T abound more and more *;“ ſince each of you, for 
ſeveral Years, will have enjoyed great Advantages above 
Thouſands of your Sex equally deſerving. It is but 
reaſonable to expect that you, in your ſeveral Stations, 
behave better than they; for + where much is given, 

„much may well, and will be required .“ Be it 
therefore your conſtant Care to © remember your great 
& Creator in the Days of your Youth f;“ for, believe 
me, he, in Return, will remember you in the ſucceed- 
ing Stages of Lite, and reward you moſt amply in the 
World to come. 


If, in your mutual Intercourſe, , any Animoſities 
ſhould ariſe, © let not the Sun go down upon your 
&« Wrath $.” Your next Sleep. may be your laſt, & Your 
Soul may be required this very Night ;“ and our 
bleſſed Lord enjoins us“ to forgive, as we hope to be 
& forgiven J.“ Commune therefore with your own 
& Hearts in your Chamber, and be fill *. Then 


* 1 'Thefſi iv. 2 
+ Luke xii. 48. 

t Eccl. xii. 1. 
$ Epheſ. iv. 26. 

| Luke, xii. 20. 
A Luke, vi. 37. 
* Pſalm iv. 4. 
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cordially forgive each other. Go not to Reſt, without 
reviewing the Tranſactions of the paſt Day. Praiſe 
God for its Bleſſings, and fail not to recollect that you 
muſt hereafter give a moſt ſolemn Account of all 
your Thoughts, Words, and Deeds, before the awful, 
but juſt Tribunal of God. All you have, all you can 
have or hope for, is derived from the overflowing 
Bounty of him who is the Father and Preſerver of us 
all; indeed of the whole Creation. When the glad 
Morning appears to chear the Earth and its Inhabitants, 
conſider for what Purpoſes you were made, and having 
offered © the Sacrifice of Thankſgiving *,“ for the need- 

ful Refreſhments adminiſtered by Sleep, earneſtly im- | 
plore a Continuance of the divine Favour through the 
ſucceeding Day, in the Prayer which our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt hath taught us, If you do this, and keep God 
always in your Thoughts, © you need not be afraid of 
« any Terror by Night, nor of the Arrow that flyeth 
« by Day ; for whatever may oppoſe or impede 
your honeſt Purſuits, be the Event Life or Death, the 
Almighty, ſhould he not even “ ſtill the Enemy and 
« Avenger ;” here, yet will he ultimately be your 


* Amos, iv. 5. 
+ Pfalm xci. 5. 
1 Pſalm viii, 2. | 
Protector, 


1 


Protector, and © hide you under his Pavilion in the 


« evil Time ®,” ge not overcome of Evil, but 
„ Overcome Evil with Good +.” © Fear not, little 
& Flock ; for it is your Father's good Pleaſure to give 
« you the Kingdom },” © that fadeth not away, eternal 
«in the Heavens $;” provided you ſincerely and ear- 


neſtly endeavour to act your Parts, be they ever ſo 


humble, which may be allotted you in this Life, 
honeſtly and well. This you can hardly fail of effect- 
ing, if you will be prevailed upon to make a right 
Uſe of the eminent Advantages which Divine Provi- 
dence hath placed within your Power, by your Intro- 
duction within theſe charitable Walls, where you are 
not only taught to read and write, but in ſome degree 


to underſtand. 


| It is, indeed, as I have already obſerved, the Duty 
of all Chriſtians to conform themſelves, “ by the Re- 
„ newing of the Mind l,“ as nearly as poſſible, to the 


Likeneſs of that divine Perſon who once appeared in 


our Fleſh; to be pure as he is pure; holy as he is 


% Pſalm xxvii. 5, 

+ Romans, xii. 21. 
{ Luke, xii. 32. 

d 1 Peter i. 4. 


{ Romans, xii. 2, 
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holy; perfect as he is perfect. But be it your Aim, 
or rather be it, if I may ſo ſpeak, your honourable 
Ambition, that the Light, which during your Refi- 
dence within this Aſylum is happily imparted to you 
from frequent and ſerious Contemplation on moral 
and religious Truths, may not only ſerve to irradiate 
your own Steps, and conduct them in Safety througtr 
the Viciſſitudes of this Life, but be alſo reflected from 
| you with undiminiſhed Luſtre on the many poor, 
uninformed, though well-meaning Fellow- creatures, 
- with whom you may probably hereafter be connecled. 
From you ought to flow thoſe Fountains of living 
Water, which may revive the Courage, and refreſtr 
the Hopes of others, for Want of which Aſſiſtance 
they may be diſcouraged from entering upon the 
Chriſtian Courſe, or may ſtand till, and © bring no 
« Fruit to Perfection *.” Do not, I entreat you, neg- 
lect the Advantages here offered you. * Behold ! now 
is the Day of your Salvation. Behold! now is 
6 your accepted Time .“ Though poor, the Grace of 
God aſſiſting your own virtuous — wh: you may 
make many rich J. 

2 Gor, vi. 2. 

+; Luke, viii 14, 


1 2. Cor. vi. 10. 
13 Your 


13 


Your firſt and principal Duty then is towards God, 


whom you are ſolemnly engaged to fear and love 


above all Things. Your next, in Point of Importance, 
would have been to your Parents; but of theſe, it 
ſeems, the Supreme Diſpoſer of all Events has in his 
infinite Wiſdom thought fit to deprive you. Vet how 
kindly hath he provided you a ſhelter under this hoſpi- 
pitable Roof !—this Refuge -from an inhoſpitable and 
wicked World! this Nurſery of Virtue ! for you are 
placed here to be taught, by Precept and Example, 
thoſe ſalutary Maxims and ſaving Truths which your 
Parents, had they lived, might have not been able, or, 
alas ! (what too often happens) not even willing, to incur 
either the Trouble or Expence of communicating. 


And here, after being ſnatched from extreme Miſery 


and Want, are you cloathed, fed, ſheltered, cheriſhed, 
by the Bounty of others whom Providence has raiſed 


up to befriend you. For all this bleſs God, and you 


will do well. Theſe around you are become the pro- 
tecting Subſtitutes for your deceaſed Parents, whom 
therefore it is your Duty to honour and obey; to 
whom you owe much more than you can, at preſent, 
form any adequate Idea of; becauſe your Years and 


Underſtandings are yet immature. Their Kindneſs is 
D 2 voluntary 
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voluntary and diſintereſted; on which Accounts how 
much weightier is the Obligation, and how much 
greater alſo is the Gratitude due from you! Let not 
theſe Favours then, I pray you, be entirely unmerited. 
“ Oh ! let never Day or Night unhallowed paſs, but 
% remember what great Things“ they have done, and 
are doing, and will do, for you daily. Endeavour to 
do ſomewhat to prevent their benevolent Intentions 
from being fruſtrated. And what is it that they 
require of you? Why, that you may have grateful 
and pious Ilearts; that you diſcharge your Duties to 
- God and Man; live well and be happy here and here- 
after; and that, being tranſplanted from your preſent 
Situation into the active Scenes of the World, you 
may mine in domeſtie Life as diligent and faithful 
Servants and as good Citizens; may be diſtinguiſhed 
« by the Ornament of a meek and quiet Spirit 4,” with 
all other Qualities truly amiable and feminine, and: 
may adorn your reſpective Stations with the Practice 
of thoſe Virtues which are peculiarly ſuited to them. 
Conſider not merely what you actually are, but what 
you might have been without this friendly Manſion. 
to receive you: not alive perhaps: or if alive, inſtead 


® Shakſpeare, Henry Wh 
+ L Peter, Ill. 4s : 
| of 


1 
of now fitting in this ſacred Temple plainly but 
decently attired, wandering in the Streets and pub- 


lic Roads, like too many other diſtreſſed: Objects viſible 
in every Part of this great Metropolis, with ſcarce: 


Cloaths to their Bodies, the Stones piercing their un- 


protected Feet, borne down “ by Neceſſities, Labours, 


Watchings, Faſtings *,“ Pain of Body, and Anguiſh of 
Heart, having no Hand to aſſiſt, no Guardian to ſhield 
them, no Aſylum to flee unto, no tender Matron to alle- 
viate their complicated Diſtreſs; nay often loſt by the 


Abſence of thoſe very Comforts with which you are ſo 
plentifully and daily ſupplied. As their Bodies are 


often emaciated, ſo are their Minds rude, dark, and 
uninformed ; while yours are cultivated, enlightened, 
and trained to Habits of Virtue. This Diſcipline. is: 
entirely calculated for your Benefit :: therefore ſubmit 
yourſelves quietly and cheerfully to every Regulation 


of the Place in which you are. Behave lowly and 


reverently to. all your Betters,, eſpecially to thoſe ſet 
over you. by your Guardians. All thoſe Evils that 
once combined, in dreadful Confederacy, to over= 
whelm and fink you, are now, God be thanked, far 
removed from you. Here Proviſion is made both for 
your temporal and ſpiritual Exigencies. Here you are 
accommodated with decent Apparel, and are fed“ with: 


* 2 Cor. vi. 4. 
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« Food convenient for you *;” and here alſo you are 
conducted into the Paths of true Religion, the “ pure 
« and undefiled Religion +" of the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt; which be ye well aſſured are the Paths of 
genuine Happineſs, Paths which it is but-too probable 
you would otherwiſe have never ſought for, or, if 
you had ſought, would never have diſcovered ; and are 
taught to lay thoſe Foundations of Induſtry, Tem- 
perance, Frugality, Juſtice, Regularity, Contentment, 
Obedience, Piety, and true Chriſtian Faith, on which 
your Succeſs in this Life, and Salvation in the next, 
moſt eſſentially depend, 


Time is of the utmoſt Conſequence to us all. Vou 
particularly are concerned not to waſte the ſmalleſt Part 
of it, during the few Years of your Continuance in 
this Place. It is ever paſſing on. It waits for no 
Man, but is ever on the Wing. Though now young, 
remember you are approaching by ſure though ſilent 
ſteps continually nearer the Goal of Life. The pre- 
ſent Moment only is your own. The next, though 
near, may be denied you. Every Hour miſapplied, 
believe me, will bring many of Sorrow and Vexation 


* Prov. xxx. 8. 


1 James, ++; wands 
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in your future Life, Count that Day loſt in which. 


and never think your Duty performed, while any 
Thing of Importance has been omitted. Never be 
induced to. ſay, or aſſert, that which is not ſtrictly true. 
Be honeſt even in the moſt trivial Inſtances. No 
« one is completely bad all at once *. Vice is pro- 
greſſive. One Crime is apt to be ſucceeded by ano- 
ther, generally by greater. Therefore be vigilant. 
If at any Time you have acted wrong, ingenuouſly 
confeſs and be ſorry for your Fault, and reſolve to 


tranſgreſs in ſuch Inſtances no more. Then God will 


pardon, and all good Men will love you. But if, on 
ſuch ſad Occaſions, you encourage malevolent Senti. 


ments, and adopt the Language of Impenitence, you 


will act a moſt unwiſe Part. God is of purer Eyes 
than to behold Iniquity t,“ and confequently will. 
not approve of ſuch a Temper and ſuch a Conduct. 
It cannot terminate in your Good; and it is poſſible you. 
may thereby be reduced to that unhappy State, in 


which theſe, your generous Guardians and Benefactors,. 


firſt diſcovered you, and from whence they delivered. 
you; but with this dreadful Difference, you were then 


* Nemo repents, &c,” Juvenal. 
®: Hab. i. 13. 
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innocent, now guilty, and become the“ Children of 
« Wrath *” and Diſobedience. You may call, none 
will anſwer. You may knock, none will open. Von 
may ſigh, and ſigh in vain, for that happy Retreat 
you once ſo ſhamefully abuſed, and have now irre- 
coverably loſt, © Keep therefore your Tongue from 
„ Evil, and your Lips that they ſpeak no Guile 4.” 
*Eſchew Evil, and do Good .“ The Charity, of which 
you are the immediate Objects, is. moſt admirably cal- 
culated not only for your temporal Relief, but eternal 
Benefit. Here you will learn, or I truſt have already 
learned, what Chriſt did, and what he ſuffered for 
you. Lay up the good Inſtruction in your Hearts, till 
the Time ſhall come for you to exhibit the Fruits of 
it in the buſy Theatre of the World, the Pollutions 
of which having hitherto eſcaped, through the friendly 
Intervention of an Aſylum, be careful never to be- 
come Slaves to the ſpecious but deluſive Pleaſures it 
may hereafter preſent, to ſeduce you from the ſafer, 
better Paths of Virtue. Act a wiſer Part. Do not 
defeat the gracious Purpoſe of ſo excellent a Charity. 
* Eph. ii. 3. 


+ Pialm xxxiv. 13. 
T 1 Peter iii, 10, 11. 
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I cannot conclude without entreating you never to 
loſe Sight of the glorious, — Example of on 
Lord we Saviour I Chriſt, 5 2 


« Draw nigh to view, and he will draw. nigh to 
«© you#,” This is He who calls you continually in his 
Goſpel ; © who took young Children in his Arms, put 
© his Hands upon them, and bleſſed them ;“ who 
did good unto. all Men; who came into the World to 
ſuffer and to die for our Sakes. This is He, whoſe 
Voice you ſo often hear in the Perſons of your Inſtruc- 
tors, come, little Children, and I will teach you the 
% Fear of the Lord .“ This is He who invites you to 


embrace that Goſpel which aan out the Way to 


Heaven and eternal Life. 


May you, my young Friends, may I, and all that 
are dear to me, may every One that now hears me, 
imitate him in all his imitable Perfections. Then ſhall 
we not be found to have received the Grace of God 
tc in vain 5.“ You, indeed, in your preſent tender 


® James, iv. 8. 
+ Mark, x. 16. 
1 Pſalm, xxxiv. 11. 
x 8 2 Cor. vi. 1. 


1 Years, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
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Years, can only hape to do this by being daily ſubject 
to your Teachers, Paſtors, and Maſters, juſt as Chriſt 
himſelf was ſubject to his earthly Parents, till the 
Time came, that he ſhould be “made manifeſt unto 
« Iſrael *,” But by Docility at leaſt and ſuch Sub- 
jection you may even now prove.:yourſelves “ followers 
«© of him as dear Children +.” Then will your earthly 
Bene factors cheriſh the agreeable Expectation that you 
will “ daily proceed in all Virtue: and Godlineſs of 
Living,“ fighting the good Fight of Faitht,” 4 with- 
& out wavering t; under the Banners of the Croſs, 
going on 4 conquering, and to conquer g;“ advancing, 
by Degrees, from Grace to Grace; from Strength to 
“ Strength ||; till you finally attain the “ Prize of our 
high Calling J,“ that Crown of Joy laid up in Hea- 
ven, which the Lord God Almighty, the righteous 
Judge, will give to all his faithful Servants in that laſt 
great Day, in which, before his awful Tribunal, “the 
Secrets of all Hearts ſhall be diſcloſed. 

® John, L 3h | 

+ Epheſ v. 1. 

7 1 Tim. vi. 12. Heb. x. 23. 


| 8 Rev. Vis 2. 
| Pſalm Ixxxiv, 7, 


To 


FE as } 


Ll 


To the Honour of this Age and Nation, many In- 
ſtitutions, of a Tendency ſimilar with this, have been 
planted, and now flouriſh amongſt us. But of all 
theſe, none ſeems to have been planned with greater 
Wiſdom, none conducted with more Propriety, 'than 
this Houſe of Refuge for Female Orphans, ſup- 
ported by vigilant Guardians, by faithful Truſtees, 
and liberal Benefactors. 


May its Proſperity long continue; and may Society 
_ enjoy its richeſt Fruits. 
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